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rhythm and exposition, even at a given period ; and
varies also as between periods, exhibiting differences
of felicity and of imperfection. Thus the early
diffuseness has its shortcomings, and the late
elliptic compaction has faults of another kind. This
phenomenon of variation is a matter of universal
law. Only the gratuitous absurdities of Mr. Bailey
and others can make it necessary to postulate such
things, which might have been supposed to be
common ground for everybody.
2.  But Shakespeare's faults are his own faults, and
not mere duplications of the faults of other men.   This
also should have been common ground had not
academic criticism been obfuscated by the tradition.
3.  Traditionist   criticism,   rooted  in  Foliolatry,
constantly imputes to him mere duplications of the
faults of other men, together with duplication of the
"better diction of other men in a versification which
from the first he could surpass.
4.  Against all the inconsistencies and fallacies of
Foliolatry, which obscure all the problems at every
step, the scientific method seeks a consistent detec-
tion  of  hands,   first  through  versification,   next
through diction, vocabulary, imagery and phrase-
ology-   Affirmations of vital difference in feeling, in
thought, in ethic, are inductions from the tested
work, not presuppositions.
5.  Unfortunately, the orthodox academic Shake-
speareans, refusing to seek discrimination of hands
by the proper means, are committed alike to the
acceptance of non-Shakespearean verse and of non<*